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President’s  Corner
Welcome to the new year everyone!  With the new year finally comes the new look for our web site (YAY!!!!!!)!  Actually, we were going 
for added functionality with this web update, and the look came with it.  These improvements include the ability for RDs to manage 
our calendars and service history updates (we're almost there on this part), and for us to easily add content to the Members Only 
section.  I've been adding a lot of info over the past month - please let me know if there's something missing that you would like to 
have handy.  The open members directory (for those who opted in) will be posted as soon as I get it from Noreen.  On the new 
calendar, you will find the dates for workshop open houses, screenings, workshops, regional meetings and the big one – the annual 
meeting in Montana 23-24 June.  I encourage everyone to attend and plan a vacation around it.  I made the trip in 2007 and met many 
really amazing RMR members – then there’s the geological wonder of Yellowstone’s thermal features!  Well worth the trip. 

I am very proud to note that HOPE had callouts with 3 national level organizations recently – FEMA, the Red Cross and for a Critical 
Incident Stress Management (CISM) debriefing (International Critical Incident Stress Management Foundation).  We will also be 
attending the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) national conference this spring, where I hope we will be 
announced as the latest national partner.  We have our last recommendation in hand, and have received a donation for the National 
VOAD dues!  We continue to make strides on the national level, and it is because of the work you all do – on the ground performing 
our mission so professionally and behind the scenes with networking.  I would like to thank our election committee of Sue Francis, 
Cindy Becker and Neil Smith for running our recent election, and congratulate our 2012-2014 seat Board members:
SER    Deborah Hatherley - wasl.dlh@gmail.com             
PNW    Karen Hathaway - karob34@netzero.com                               Amy Rideout,  President  HOPE  AACR
RMR    Meghan Duenke - meghanduenke@me.com                                                        703-203-2585
EUS    Melanie Dunbar - meldunbar5@aol.com                                                 virginiaflyball@yahoo.com
We have Board seats that remain open in RMR, PSW and PNW.
Please let the Board know if you are interested in serving on the Board by writing to:  bod@hopeaacr.org
To subscribe to the discussion group, go to:   HOPE_Discussion_Group-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Thank you for all you do for HOPE!   Our teams make a difference like nothing else can!
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As members of HOPE AACR, you know how awesome our dogs can be.  But we never tire of having it proven to us again and 
again, do we? Recently, we were told they were more than “just dogs.”  They were given the compliment of being called “our four-
legged friends” by our main Salvation Army contact.  But, I’m getting ahead of myself.

When tornadoes ripped apart small towns in southern Indiana near them, Gayle Sprinkle and Deidre Stanton (EUS) communicated 
with their regional director to decide how to initiate communications with response agencies nearby. Gayle and Deidre both spoke 
with several agencies, and Gayle was able to reach the local chapter of the Salvation Army to offer our services. The leader of the 
Salvation Army response crew there, a self-proclaimed “rebel,” took a chance when he cautiously invited HOPE teams to join 
members of the emotional outreach team and canteen workers. Apparently, inviting dog and handler teams was outside the norm, 
but Jerry had a good feeling about the idea. The Salvation Army commander was quickly won over once they saw the HOPE teams 
in action.  The first two teams consisted of Gayle Sprinkle with Charlie, and Deirdre Stanton with Brie. The first team spent three 
and a half days with the Salvation Army, followed by a relief team consisting of Yvonne Eaton-Stull with Maggie, and Diane Morse 
with Chloe, who were there for two and a half days.  HOPE AACR Teams were on site from March 9th through March 14th.

Southern  Indiana  March  2,  2012  

The Salvation Army’s Incident Command 
Center was set up in New Albany, Indiana, 
to serve areas affected by the March 2nd 
tornadoes and hail. From this location, the 
HOPE teams went out with a Salvation 
Army minister to Henryville and Marysville 
areas. We provided comfort and support to 
survivors as they waited in lines for 
assistance from the Salvation Army, and as 
they sought food from the canteens. The 
communities were very appreciative of the 
dogs’ presence. 

As we walked through the towns providing 
support to families, first responders, and 
other volunteers with our SA guide, Cindy, 
we learned the calming presence the dogs 
brought comfort to volunteers from other 
agencies, too. The dogs became a bridge for 

Cindy; she stated it was sometimes a challenge to get information from other agencies.  She felt if she had approached the same 
volunteers without the dogs, there was no doubt they would not have been as forthcoming. Cindy said the dogs made the relief 
effort more of a collaborative effort. This was so important to her that she planned to include this wonderful effect in her final report.

HOPE AACR’s training, especially the FEMA Incident Command Systems training, was very valuable, both to our hosts and to us 
while on the callout. The Salvation Army staff was very impressed by the HOPE AACR teams’ abilities to fit right into their 
structure and to work closely and effectively with them. Our main contact at the Salvation Army was so impressed that he has no 
reservations about calling on HOPE AACR again. 

We feel so fortunate that we could share our furry friends with others. They provided that special kind of unconditional love we 
know well. They gave of themselves by allowing others to hug, pet and cuddle with them, bringing smiles to so many faces!      

Gayle, thank you for reaching out and making this wonderful connection with the Salvation Army!  Good work! 

Charlie  and  Brie  

By  Diane  Morse,  EUS  member
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These pictures are from our booth at the Spokane Valley Fire Department Benevolent Society Auction, April 16, 2011. 
The SPVFD request us to be present every year.  We are always well received.   

  Spokane  Valley  Fire  Department  Benevolent  Society  Auction

Linda  Irish  &  Caber  (mastiff)

Karen  Hathaway  &  Rio  (smooth  coated  collie)

Elizabeth  Kohler  &  Sofie  (black  lab)  and  
Debbie  Wing  &  Zoe  (standard  poodle)

PNW  Happenings
By  Karen  Hathaway,  RD  and  Bruce  Hamner,  PNW  Team  Leader

As spring knocks on our door and summer is in the not too distance future, the Pacific Northwest HOPE teams are gearing up for 
our busy time of the year.  As we mark our calendars, the days quickly fill up.  Already this year on February 15th we conducted a 
presentation to HEART, Humane Evacuation Animal Rescue Team. The members of HEART were very responsive to our 
presentation and we talked about doing presentations and fund raising activities together in the future.

Here are some of the few activities that are currently planned:
April 13th - Presentation and participation at the Spokane Valley Firefighters Benevolent Association Cask and Keg Fund Raising 
Event
May 26h - Spokane Valley Fire Department CERT drill
June 2nd - Spokane Valley Fire Department Fire Ops 101 training 
June 24-29 – Tentative Schedule for WA State Operation Purple
August 18th - Annual fire station training for HOPE TeamsPNW Happenings

We bid farewell to Karen Klein and Jazz.  Jazz has been retired, but Karen has been one of our team leaders and a valuable asset to 
our PNW group for several years.  Karen has recently moved to the Denver area and become a member of the RMR region.  We 
really miss her, but she will be a wonderful asset for the RMR region.  At the same time we would like to welcome Nicole Kesler 
Parker and her canine partner, Countdown, to our PNW region.  She comes to us from the Southeastern Region.  We look forward 
to working with her in the near future.  
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By  Susan  Harris,  PSW  member

On Sunday, December 11, 2011, the PSW celebrated their annual Paws 4 Praise...a combination Christmas and end of the year 
celebration.
 
We met at a lovely park, adjacent to the marina in Huntington Beach.  It was a beautiful southern California day, just right for 
a barbecue, or as we say in New England...cookout!  Arthur Singer, chef extraordinaire along with his assistant Tom Harris 
grilled hamburgers and turkey burgers, topped with grilled onions.  Everyone brought a dish to share, and it was a feast to 
behold.
 
After lunch, a recognition ceremony took place and Claudine presented each team member with a special certificate listing 
his/her accomplishments for the year.  Along with the certificate, we each received a beautiful purple and gold ribbon with a 
large button in the middle, which included a picture of the handler and their dog.  Diane Sopher spent the better part of a year 
making these gifts, which truly are a work of art.  The day would not have been complete without memories and gifts to the 
handlers whose canine partners have made their way to the Rainbow Bridge.  We have lost four of our beloved canine 
companions within a short period of time.
  
Claudine  Singer'ʹs  partner,  Clifford
Pam  Ber<'ʹs  partner,  Gina
Robert  Newman'ʹs  partner,  Logan
Sue  Daulton'ʹs  partner,  Scrappie
  
We  concluded  the  day  with  musical  Hula-‐‑Hoop  games  and  agility,  compliments  of  our  own  Roxanna  Sanchez.

                                            
Back  row,  from  left  to  right  -‐‑  Pam  BerP  &  Cinder  (Golden  Retriever);  Martin  Tolone  &  LaWanda  Heald  &  Anise  (Yellow  Lab);  Sue  Daulton;  Susan  
Harris  &  Denali  &  Izzy  (Golden  Retrievers.  lying  down  in  front);  Pam  Kitani  &  Hope  (black  lab);  and  Diane  Sopher  &  Shadow  (Golden  Retriever)
Front  row,  from  left  to  right  -‐‑  Deborah  Yee  LiX  &  Zack  (black  lab);  Kristin  Bret  Harte  &  Lily  (black  lab);  Elizabeth  Martin  &  Romeo  (Cavalier  King  
Charles);  Lois  Abrams  &  Duke  (Cavalier  King.Charles);  Jan  Aven  &  Muffin  (black  standard  poodle);  Roxanna  Sanchez  &  Tuk  (RoXie/Corgie  mix);  Stacy  
Wolf  &  Angel  (Yellow  Lab);  Claudine  Singer  &  Gracie    (Golden  Retriever);  and  Kathleen  Lowmiller  &  Cruiser  (Shih  Pu)

The  End  of  Another  Year
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Our  first  call-‐‑out  was  on  February  10,  2012.    HOPE  Teams  were  requested  to  bring  a  special  feel  good  moment  to  the  Kelly  
Elementary  children,  a  special  moment  to  draw  from  when  needed.    Tressie  Armstrong  titled  it,  “Our  good  canine  friends  have  
missed  you  and  wanted  you  to  stop  in  and  say  hello!”  without  it  being  tied  to  the  upcoming  trial  of  Brendan  O’Rourke,  the  
school  shooter.    It  was  a  success!……lots  of  smiles,  lots  of  canine  baseball  cards  and  stickers  were  distributed.    The trial is now 
over with a 100 year behind bars conviction for the school shooter, Brendan O'Rourke.,  Unknown to us at the time, another 
magical moment took place during the school visit from the dogs.  Here is what the principle, Tressie Armstrong wrote; THANK 
you!  As always, the dog teams were a huge success with the children!  An aside story, we invited them due to the up-coming 
trial to just set a level of calm over the school.  We’re doing really well, and not much was mentioned regarding the shooting.  
HOWEVER, one girl’s mom came to me this morning to let me know that her husband’s only brother committed suicide 
yesterday, and would I please keep an eye on her daughter…  The girl spent much of her lunch recess quietly petting Anise.  No 
words needed.  I, as I’m sure you do also, believe in angels…they have fur and warm eyes.  We’ll look forward to having a team 
again in a couple of weeks if that’s possible!  One of the girls asked, “Are they coming back tomorrow?  
Thank you all for your participation.

Kelly  Elementary  School  Revisited

Left  to  right:    Jan  Aven  &  Muffin  (standard  poodle);  Noreen  Yoshida-‐‑Peer,  Team  Leader;  Kathy  Lowmiller  &  Cruiser  (shih  Pu);  
Tressie  Armstrong,  Principal;    Martin  Tolone  &  Anise  (yellow  lab),  Pam  BerP  &  Cinder  (golden  retriever)



P A C I F I C  S O U T H W E S T  R E G I O N

HOPE HIGHLIGHTS - SPRING 2012	 Page  6

Back  in  February  2011,  Claudine  Singer  wrote  an  email  to  Alva  Rivera,  Negotiation  &  Organization  Development  Specialist  for  
California  Teachers  Association,  to  thank  her  for  honoring  HOPE  teams  following  the  Kelly  Elementary  School  shooting.    A  nice  
article  had  been  wri\en  in  their  CTA  Newsle\er.    In  the  email  I  offered  to  do  a  presentation  about  HOPE  AACR  to  their  group  
when  convenient.    This  email  was  then  forwarded  to  Dick  Gale,  manager  of  TEAM  cadre,  who  invited  us  to  their  February  2012  
meeting  in  San  Francisco.

On  February  16th  2012,  one  year  later,  came  the  presentation  to  the  California  Teachers  Association.    Mary  Nobbe  with  Mason,  
Pam  Kitani  with  Hope  and  Kirstin  Kline  with  Carlo,  presented  to  the  Traumatic  Events  Assistance  &  Management  Cadre  
(TEAM)  who  work  with  CTA  staff  to  determine  possible  actions  and  involvement  following  a  traumatic  event.    The  outcome  
blessed  us  with  a  wonderful  article  in  the  CTA  Newsle\er.      We  are  now  on  their  list  of  resources  for  future  incidents  and  are  
very  proud  of  this  accomplishment.  h\p://www.teacherdrivenchange.org/    
Thank  you,  thank  you,  thank  you!
  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mary  Nobbe  &  Mason  (yellow  lab);  Kirstin  Kline  &  Carlo  (yellow  lab);  and  Pam  Kitani  &  Hope  (black  lab)

Breakthrough  with  California  Teacher’s  Association

Our  first  meeting  /  training  of  the  year  was  February  19,  2012.    We  reviewed  the  entire  agenda  for  2012  and  delegated  tasks  to  
facilitate  the  process  of  our  upcoming  events,  meetings,  training,  screenings  and  workshop.
Following  our  meeting,  Don  Sowers,  facilitated  by  Deborah  Yee  Li\,  delivered  a  fantastic  presentation  on  CERT.    Lots  of  very  
valuable  information  was  given  to  all  who  were  present.

Next  meeting  and  training  is  scheduled  for  April  15th,  2012  with  an  all  day  class  on  Human  CPR  and  First  Aid.    See  you  all  
there! 

Spread the word...  PSW has an Informational Open House scheduled for June 24th

PSW  Happenings
by  Claudine  Singer  RD

http://www.teacherdrivenchange.org/
http://www.teacherdrivenchange.org/
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Sunnie  (golden  retriever)                                                        
(Photo  with  permission  of  the  Billings  GazeXe)

When the Montana Army National Guard’s 67th Network Support Company deployed to Iraq in 2010, HOPE dogs 
Sunnie and Ginnie along with owners Lyn Findley  and Tanya Vaught and team leader Sue Dewitt were at a farewell 
picnic to say good bye. 

But even better, Sunnie and Lyn, area coordinator Carla Prinkki and team leader Harry Schlitz were at the Billings 
airport to welcome them home one year later.

The airport scene was a busy, happy place as the first of the troops arrived on a 10:19 am flight, the second at 12:30 
and the final group at 1pm. In a homecoming ceremony that lasted more than three hours, Sunnie, Lyn, Carla and 
Harry were kept busy as many  of the troops and their families recalled the comfort of therapy  dogs at their send-off… 
and the welcome home upon their return.

HOPE makes a difference that just has to be seen to be fully appreciated. 

The following link is the article in the Billings Gazette.  It has a picture of Tanya Vaught and Ginnie.  
To see the picture, click on “Image” at the top of the article.

http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/picnic-brings-together-soldiers-families-on-eve-of-deployment/
article_76147bce-8c7c-11df-acdd-001cc4c03286.html

BOTH COMING AND GOING  
HOPE AACR IS THERE

http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/picnic-brings-together-soldiers-families-on-eve-of-deployment/article_76147bce-8c7c-11df-acdd-001cc4c03286.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/picnic-brings-together-soldiers-families-on-eve-of-deployment/article_76147bce-8c7c-11df-acdd-001cc4c03286.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/picnic-brings-together-soldiers-families-on-eve-of-deployment/article_76147bce-8c7c-11df-acdd-001cc4c03286.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/picnic-brings-together-soldiers-families-on-eve-of-deployment/article_76147bce-8c7c-11df-acdd-001cc4c03286.html
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January  Tornados  Rip  Through  Alabama

The eleven confirmed tornados that brought devastation to Alabama right after the first of the year produced SER’s 
first HOPE call-out of 2012… and gave us at least one more hero to be thankful for. 

Lannie Newman and her dog Casey were first at the Disaster Relief Center to set up the HOPE response. They were 
on the scene for the six days it was open. Deborah Hatherley and Brinkley, Leah LaGrone and Blue and Becki Vance 
and Josie also responded, giving comfort during that time period. 

But the tale of the day came from a 12-year-old survivor who, most likely, saved his older brother’s life. He told his 
traumatic story to Lannie while Casey was more than willing to sit quietly and be the comforting presence that HOPE 
dogs are so good at. 

As the tornado neared their home, the boy said, his older brother, affected with cerebral palsy, autism and epilepsy, 
was quite upset by the approaching funnel cloud. He remained frozen near the window and could not be coerced or 
forced to take cover. So the younger sibling tackled him down and shielded his brother’s head with his body seconds 
before the tornado blew the windows out. The mother and sister in the house sustained cuts and glass fragments in 
their heads… but all survived.  Had the older boy remained upright, said the mother, he would have been seriously 
hurt or killed.

Lannie  Newman  &  Casey  (terrier  mix)  and  
Deborah  Hatherley  &  Brinkley  (golden  retriever)

Leah  LaGrone  &  Blue  (great  dane)  and  
Casey  (terrier  mix)

by  Lannie  Newman,  SER  member

SER  Happenings  
By  Cindy  Becker,  Acting  RD

March 31      Vietnam Veteran’s Homecoming in Charlotte, North Carolina
April 14        Screening in Atlanta, Georgia
April 20        Homeless Veteran’s Stand Down in Hickory, North Carolina
April 22        Screening in Burlington, North Carolina
April 27-28  Remembrance Event  (Alabama Tornados - 1 Year Later), Birmingham, Alabama
April 28        Screening in Orlando, Florida
May 13-19    Military Awareness Week  Charlotte, North Carolina
May 31         Screening (if needed) in Atlanta, Georgia

June 1-3       Workshop in Atlanta, Georgia
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by  Kay  Edwards,  SER  member
HOPE  AACR  Member  in  Finland

This year Helsinki, Finland, is the home of one of our HOPE AACR teams: Kay Edwards and her Golden Retriever,  Ted.  Here 
are Ted's impressions of Helsinki life transcribed by Kay, his faithful servant.  
See more details are at    http://travelswiththedude.blogspot.com/

I love flying!  How could a dog not love flying?  Not only are you the center of attention, but there are these wonderful people 
called flight attendants who bring snacks!

Helsinki in the summer: 75 degrees and no humidity.  Do I need to say anything else?

Taking the tram to work is about the best thing in the planet.  I sit between my mom's legs and lean from side to side so that 
other passengers can pet me.  And they do, too!  And talk baby talk to me.  It only took me two days to learn I was a hyvä koira 
(good dog).

Working here involves lots of effort.  After we get off the tram and walk through downtown, Kay spends her day in front of her 
computer.  I take naps, greet visitors, entertain our neighbor's 6-year-old, and snore.  I do lots of snoring.

Bunnies!  There are bunnies all over my park!  They always outrun me, but I have to try.  Hmmm, maybe I can go for one of those 
big, gray ravens instead?

Saturday night sauna parties--I can hang out on the patio and try to pull the towels off people when they leave the sauna!

All the water around here makes for great swimming.  The only problem is that Kay won't let me dive off the ferry into the 
Baltic.

Even though I look like a giant furry bear this year, when the weather got to -30 degrees the snowballs in my paws made 
walking painful.  Good thing I've trained Kay so that all I need to do is raise my paw and she cleans it out.

Looks like it's time to leave now.  Maybe Kay'll buy ice cream?  Finland does, after all, consume the most ice cream per capita of 
any European country, and I have to add to the statistics!

From August 2011 until August 2012, Kay Edwards 
and her canine partner Ted have be on temporary 
"assignment" in Helsinki, Finland, where Kay is on a 
fellowship to write her latest book, a history of belief 
in ghosts.  While in Finland, Ted is a guest at the 
Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies where he is 
the Collegium's mascot and cuddle buddy.  He's also 
become a bit of a celebrity in local magazines since 
the Finns don't have anything like crisis response 
dogs but, being dog lovers, want to know all about 
them.  Despite the warm Finnish welcome—and cold 
Finnish winters!--Kay and Ted look forward to 
working for HOPE again once they return home to 
South Carolina!

Kay  Edwards  and  Ted  (golden  retriever) 

http://travelswiththedude.blogspot.com
http://travelswiththedude.blogspot.com
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Hello Everyone

I am Meghan Duenke. Cadence Mae and myself 
joined HOPE in 2010. I have been a member of 
Intermountain Therapy Animals since 2007, with my 
dog, Lenny. I have always had a passion for animals 
and helping people. I have three dogs, Lenny, 
Cadence Mae, and Remington, and two cats, 
Henrietta and Sypes. I recently moved back to 
Missouri and joined Delta Society. I started a READ 
program at the local library district, which includes 
three libraries from around the area. I am a 
substitute teacher and work part time at Kohl’s. I 
have a horse, cows, and chickens. I also joined 
Search and Rescue for the Osage Beach Fire 
Department as a K-9 handler, with my dog 
Remington.  I graduated from Montana State 
University and just finished my certification as a 
Certified Vet Assistant. My new adventure is nursing 
school. I am excited to be more involved in HOPE 
and to help in as many ways as I can. 

Meghan and Cadence Mae at the Snow Shoe 
Shuffle in Bozeman, Montana

Cadence Mae and her Brother Lenny. 
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I stood in the second floor lobby of the hotel looking at a series 
of life-sized paintings of modern day American soldiers in 
fatigues.  Tess stood quietly by my side waiting for our next 
move.  This beautiful display, www.limacompanmemorial.org, 
depicts a National Guard group from Lima, Ohio that lost 23 
marines in a short period of time in Iraq.  Each fallen soldier is 
memorialized in a life-sized mural that proudly stands next to 
the other as the honored did in life.

Quietly, a woman approached from behind and stood next to 
Tess and me.  “That’s my son,” she said.  I turned to look at 
her ... “That’s my son.  The one holding the cigarette.”    She 
sat down in a chair along the wall and I joined her. Tess sat in 
front of the woman and leaned against her leg.  The woman 
began stroking Tess as she said her son had been in a tank that 
was blown up.  Another soldier recovered his remains under 
the threat of heavy fire.  She told her story that ended with, 
“Those boots under the picture are the boots of the soldier who 
recovered his body.  He wanted me to have them because my 
son’s blood is on them.”We shared tears while Tess laid her 
head on the woman’s lap.  HOPE dogs have a special sense 
about people who need love.  We parted with a hug, knowing 
we had shared something special. Tess got a hug and a “Good 
dog”, too.                            (continued on page 11)

Four HOPE AACR teams and one team leader were privileged to attend the 
TAPS Good Grief Camp in Arlington, Virginia last Memorial Day weekend.  
TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors) is a three-day seminar 
provided for family members of the military fallen.  Each of the 1500 
survivors (including 500 children) had a picture of their loved one around 
his/her neck.

HOPE AACR teams had never been invited to attend before, but the 
reception received was rich and rewarding.   The four teams, Amy Rideout 
and Eva, Kathy Constantino and Tess, Janice Jensen and Dixie, and Mike 
Massie and Geo, along with team leader Jerry Constantino, were warmly 
received and valued by both adults and children attending the camp.  The 
four dogs knew what was expected of them over the three-day weekend 
and were more than willing to give all the love and comfort they had.

Parents and children were separated during the day so adults could attend 
seminars.  Each child had a full time military mentor and were escorted to 
age appropriate events throughout the weekend.  HOPE teams stationed 
themselves at various locations in the Marriott Hotel and were available for 
campers to stop and receive the love only a dog can give.  
And… did they stop!  

The pain from the loss of a military loved one remains on the surface for a 
long time.  There’s something about having a calm, willing dog to pet that 
brings out stories that long to be told.  Here are a couple of the many stories.

HOPE SALUTES THE MILITARY FALLEN
by  Kathy  and  Jerry  Constantino,  SER  members

Geo  (golden  retriever);  Dixie  (poodle);  Eva  (catahoula);  and  
Tess  (golden  retriever)

Kathy  and  Jerry  Constantino  &  Tess  (golden  retriever)

http://www.limacompanmemorial.org
http://www.limacompanmemorial.org
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HOPE Starfish story is a feature story in which a HOPE AACR dog/handler team “made the 
difference” in someone’s life.  These stories can be any length and are being compiled into a book.  The 
proceeds will be donated to HOPE AACR.  Please send your Starfish stories and picture of your dog 

to Deborah Hatherley - WASL.DLH@gmail.com at any time.  
One Starfish story is selected and featured in each HOPE HIGHLIGHTS.  Enjoy!!   

Janice and Dixie were sitting on the floor in the lobby when a woman sat 
down to pet the dog.  After casual conversation, the visitor learned the dog’s 
name was Dixie.  She paused and told Janice that her daughter had a dog 
named Dixie that had been the love of her life.  After several minutes, the 
woman revealed that her daughter, a young military veteran, had returned 
home after leaving active duty and committed suicide.  She told Janice that 
she had not been able to talk about the tragedy to anyone since it happened.  

The woman continued to pet Dixie and after a time of silence, looked at Janice 
and said that she felt her daughter’s presence in the dog.  She honestly felt 
that she was communicating with her daughter through Dixie. To just be able 
to open up and talk about the worst thing that had ever happened to her with 
someone was special, but the feeling of closeness to her daughter that she was 
experiencing was unexpected and almost magical. 

  

On the last day, HOPE teams followed the children to a park to release 
their red, white, or blue balloon to the sky.  Each balloon had a message 
written by the child to their parent (or sibling) tied to it.  If the balloon got 
stuck in a tree, the mentor would monkey up the tree and release the 
balloon to assure its ascent.  The conclusion resulted in lots of happy pets 
for the dogs. 

HOPE teams were lucky to be invited to Janice’s home, only a few miles 
from the Marriott.  We were able to tell stories and wind down at the end 
of each day while the dogs ran in the fenced yard and snoozed on the 
comfy rugs in the living room.  The next mornings, all teams were able to 
resume their duties to give the comfort and quiet love that HOPE teams 
are known for.  

HOPE ACCR members left the TAPS weekend with an enhanced 
appreciation for our military and how fortunate we were to have been 
able to share that special time with our special dogs.   

Dixie (poodle)

Kathy  Constantino  &  
Tess  (golden  retriever)

mailto:WASL.DLH@gmail.com
mailto:WASL.DLH@gmail.com
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TALLY  
RMR

by  Terry  Hicks

Rainbow Bridge is for current HOPE AACR 
dogs or members  who have passed away.

On Wednesday, Tally passed away peacefully in my arms, just three weeks shy of her 15th birthday. She was ready and was 
relaxing quietly with me, before Dr. Guetsch arrived. Pat and I are very content with the decision, and I know that Tally agreed. 
She and I visited Dr. Brenda McClelland this morning and we had a wonderful communication session. Dr. McClelland is a 
veterinarian and animal communicator.

On Tuesday  I started going through some of the photos of Tally from the day I brought her to our home in Glacier View 
(1997) to photos of her this past month. It is very apparent that Tally had a full, active, life and brought us unconditional love, 
laughter,  and companionship. While our lives will be very different without her (and our precious Katie-Kate), we find peace in 
the wonderful life we shared with "them".

Thank you to Donna Dannen and Kent Dannen in believing in us and letting us bring Tally, Katie, and Sage into our lives.
 
Most of you met Tally at one time or another and know what a beautiful spirit she had. Tally and I shared many activities 
together including; herding, obedience (CD), agility, pack-hiking and camping, weight pull competition (3rd place in her weight 
class at the Samoyed Club of America National Specialty in 1999 and completed  her  weight class competition with the 
International Weight Pull Association), skijoring and sled dog racing (competed in International Sled Dog Racing Association 
and Colorado Mountain Mushers races, therapy work (registered with Therapy Dogs Inc.,  Delta Society, (volunteered at nursing 
homes, worked with disabled children several times, became a hospice volunteer with Pathways Hospice,  we were one of only 
two teams in Colorado representing HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response, and became a strong support for all of us during 
my moms passing in 2010 when Tally was also my service dog). 
 
I hope you enjoy the photos I have attached. Tally was so very beautiful in body, mind, and spirit. We were blessed to have her.
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SCRAPPIE  
PSW

Rainbow Bridge is for current HOPE AACR 
dogs or members who have passed away.

Scrappie shared his life with Sue Daulton.  Scrappie 
brought so much joy and happiness too every child 
and person he met and then went on to do more and 
became a HOPE Crisis canine at the 2010 workshop.
Scrappie's sweet disposition, soft curls and healing 
heart will be greatly missed.  

Gina, was Pam Bertz sweet little girl.  Gina was rescued from 
a shelter at the age of 1-1/2.  With lots of love and positive 
reinforcement, the golden girl overcame her abusive 
beginning and went on to become a therapy dog and then a 
HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response dog.  Gina was 
certified as a canine partner with Noreen Yoshida-Peer in 
October 2005.  Gina touched so many lives and gave so 
many, hope, compassion, and love.  She will be missed by all.

GINA  
PSW
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Rainbow Bridge is for current HOPE AACR 
dogs or members who have passed away.

Logan was canine partner with Robert Newman.  Logan had 
a wonderful personality, from comical when prompted by 
Robert to a most professional attitude in the show ring.  
Logan wore many hats.  A warm and loving partner, 
a competitor in the show ring, a soothing therapy dog,
a master at obedience and a comfort to many as a HOPE 
AACR canine. This Pharaoh Hound will be dearly missed.

LOGAN  
PSW

According to Claire, Moses became registered in the 
fall of 2004 in Birmingham Alabama’s Hand in Paw 
Delta Pet Partner affiliate group - right before he 
turned 2. He was so versatile as a therapy pet - he 
did sit, stay read and nursing homes at the 
beginning.  Then he moved into working at 
Children's Hospital in Birmingham, an early 
intervention program (The Bell Center), and The 
Exceptional Foundation (for adults with 
disabilities). He spent a lot of time in adult psych, 
palliative care, Spain Rehab Center and UAB 
hospital. He was always excited about going on 
visits. His last visit was an outpatient psychiatric 
clinic where he worked with a psychiatrist in 
individual sessions. Although Claire is on the 
faculty at the University of Alabama, she says that 
Moses knew more people at UAB than she did. 

Moses and Claire Peel joined HOPE in the summer 
of 2010.  At the workshop, Moses was very 
photogenic and loved to demonstrate the HOPE 
exercises for the news reporter.  After joining 
HOPE, Moses brought much comfort and love to 
those affected by the tornados in Alabama in Spring 
2011 and again the news reporters captured him 
doing what he loved, comforting people!  He was a 
wonderful ambassador for HOPE AACR and will 
be dearly missed.      

MOSES  
SER
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Respectfully  submi\ed,
Neil  Smith
Treasurer,  HOPE  AACR  

 Total in all 
accounts 

EUS Region 
Amount

PNW Region 
Amount

PSW Region 
Amount

RMR Region 
Amount

SER Region 
Amount

National 
Amount

Amount in Accounts as of 1/1/2012" 45,856.16 9,624.80 678.63 11,798.33 4,801.76 2,883.92 16,068.72

Transactions From 2012" 4,382.70 35.20 0.00 230.00 -185.42 250.00 4,052.92

Totals as of  3/16/12 50,238.86 9,660.00 $678.63 12,028.33 4,616.34 3,133.92 20,121.64

HOPE AACR 2012 National Budget SummaryHOPE AACR 2012 National Budget Summary

INCOMEINCOME

Dues 9500

Donations 1000

Total Income 10500

BASIC OPERATING EXPENSESBASIC OPERATING EXPENSES

Insurance, Directors & Officers 1800

Insurance, General Membership 1250

License / Fees (Oregon DOJ, IRS, etc.) 110

Mailbox 100

Postage national 100

Telephone, 800 number 175

Telephone, BOD Conference Calls 500

Web Hosting 1300

General Council 700

Registered Agent 0

Subtotal: Basic Operating Expenses 6035

OTHER EXPENSESOTHER EXPENSES

Annual Meeting 1100

Printing Costs - Brochures, etc. 200

Conferences (ICISF, NVOAD, APDT, Etc.) 500

VOAD Dues (National, & 50% of State VOAD Dues) 1700

Subtotal: Other Expenses 3500

Total Budgeted Expenses 9535

TREASURER’S  REPORTMEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE  REPORT

Now that the biggest part of the membership committee is over, 
here are some gentle reminders. Please make sure that the ID 
number on your certification letter matches your ID badge.   If 
not,  please let me know.  The ID# starts with either a #2, #3, #4, 
#5, #6.  This number distinguishes the region you are in.  If you 
moved to a different region, please let me know because you 
will need to be assigned a new ID#.       Also, please make sure 
that you carry a copy of your certification letter and a copy of 
the insurance with you at all times.  Also, if you have a change 
of contact information during the year, please let me know so I 
can update the roster.    Note:    Several of you submitted the 
Membership Directory Release indicating that you did not want 
specific information released for the directory.   So, please keep 
in mind that the membership directory and the members list 
which is listed on the “members only” section under 
communication are two separate items.

 
                                        

Noreen  Yoshida-‐‑Peer
Chair,  Membership  CommiXee  



Join us in the Big Sky 
Country!
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C O M M I T T E E  H I G H L I G H T S
EDUCATION  &  TRAINING  
COMMITTEE  REPORT

The    E&T   Commi\ee    has   been   working   on   clarifying   our  
renewal   process  and  expanding   opportunities  for   continuing  
education  training  and  experiences.      If  you  have   questions  or  
concerns  about   the   renewal  process  or   continuing   education,  
please  let  your  Regional  Director  know.    

As  we   get   ready   for  the   2012  Workshop  season,  we  are   now  
working   on   refining   the    Screener/Evaluator   Training  
procedures,   materials   and   activities.       If   you   plan   to   be    a  
Screener,  you  will  need   to  go  through   the   Screener/Evaluator  
training  each  year.  Even  if  you  have   been  a  screener  for  many  
years,   this   training   serves  is   as  a   refresher   and   gives  you   a  
chance  to  be  updated  on  any  changes.    

Our  goal  for  next  year  will  be  to  continue   building  a  library  of  
continuing  education  materials.  

Deborah  Hatherley
Chair,  E&T  CommiXee  

COMMITTEES
Below  is  a  list  of  HOPE  AACR  Commi\ees.    Many  of  these  
commi\ees  are  seeking  members,  so  if  you  want  to  volunteer  
to  serve  on  a  commi\ee,  let  your  RD  or  Board  Member  know.

Partnerships/Agreements  Commi\ee

Fund  Raising  Commi\ee

Finance  Commi\ee

Education  and  Training  Commi\ee  

Membership  Commi\ee

Elections  Commi\ee  

Policies  and  Bylaws  Commi\ee    

Marketing  and  Public  Relations  Commi\ee  

Services  and  Operations  

Team  Welfare  Commi\ee    

mailto:info@hopeaacr.org
mailto:info@hopeaacr.org
http://www.hopeaacr.org
http://www.hopeaacr.org

