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Russ Russ Russ    

“Rites”“Rites”“Rites”   

It is with mixed emotions that I am writing to say that this will be my last “Russ Rites” as I 

will be leaving The Salvation Army this September.  After twelve and half years as the EDS 

Manager, an opportunity to become the Assistant Director within the New Jersey       

Department of Human Services Office of Emergency Management (NJDHS-OEM) has 

been offered to me.  

 

NJDHS-OEM is the State Department tasked under the State Emergency Operations Plan 

with Response, Recovery, Preparedness and Mitigation for Mass Care and Emergency   

Assistance Operations statewide. 

 

While we within EDS have worked alongside our partners in NJDHS for many years, I 

now have the opportunity to work within the State structure and will continue to assist in 

the response to, and recovery from disasters. 

 

I have enjoyed my time with The Salvation Army and will miss all those I have worked 

with or trained in the past.  I will continue to work with many of you, although in a       

different capacity. 

 

We have accomplished so much in my 12+ years, transitioning from our routine emer-

gencies and occasional flooding to the 9/11 operations at Liberty State Park and now   

being the Lead Support Agency for Mass Feeding within Emergency Support Function 6 

for New Jersey.  

 

May God bless you all as we seek to Do the Most Good in whatever we do.  

The Salvation Army Opens Emergency Assistance Centers in the The Salvation Army Opens Emergency Assistance Centers in the The Salvation Army Opens Emergency Assistance Centers in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.   

The Salvation Army New Jersey had many 

“firsts” after Hurricane Sandy went through 

and did her damage. One such first was the 

opening of not one but two Emergency Assis-

tance Centers (EAC). One Center opened in 

Hazlet and the other in the Ortley Beach sec-

tion of Toms River.  The Hazlet location 

opened on Christmas Eve 2012 providing easy 

access for Sandy Survivors of Monmouth and 

surrounding counties to come and begin the 

healing process by getting donated goods and 

gift cards to help them along their way to re-

covery.   Heaters, food, clothing items (all 

new), household goods and pet care supplies 

were just some of the items that passed 

through the Center.  

 

The second Center located in Ortley Beach gave opportunity to Ocean County residents to access much of the 

same donated goods. Thousands of heaters were given away as well as water and Gatorade, coffee and snacks. 

Most importantly was the emotional and spiritual counseling that was shared in these Centers. Whether met by 

our own Volunteers,  Salvation Army Officers from throughout the Eastern Territory, members of Hope Force or 

counselors from NJ Hope & Healing, the survivors were given much more than material goods to take home.  

 

Opening these centers gave survivors and counselors the opportunity to meet one on one. This gave the         

survivors their chance to tell their story and know that someone was really listening. A hug, or a simple hand 

shake told the Sandy Storm Survivors that The Salvation Army was there for them and would be there for the 

long haul.  
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Volunteers Respond to the CallVolunteers Respond to the CallVolunteers Respond to the Call   

 

The Webster’s Dictionary defines a volunteer as “one who  

enters into or offers himself for a service of his own free 

will”.  But what makes a person volunteer? Is it for the 

recognition, a need to belong, a feeling of accomplishment, a 

sense of duty, or just to help your fellow man? No matter 

what the reason millions of people do it every day and  every 

year throughout the world. 

 

Thank God wonderful volunteers do exist. The Salvation Ar-

my could not do what we do in times of need. Volunteers 

are the backbone and the heart of The Salvation Army and 

the Emergency Disaster Services (EDS) program. 

 

 

 

During Hurricane Sandy it was evident how important          

Volunteers are to The Salvation Army. As the storm ap-

proached many moved into shelters to prepare the meals 

for the hundreds of people who would be housed there. 

Many spent untold hours in the shelters staying day after 

day helping the people who so desperately needed care. 

Many assisted with support in mobile feeding and went 

door to door giving hot meals to those in need. 

 

As distribution centers opened Volunteers began working 

long hours distributing food, clothing, and cleaning      

supplies.  As towns on the Jersey shore re-opened many 

assisted with Emotional and Spiritual Care, as they gave 

people hope and understanding in their darkest hours 

often distributing hot chocolate and coffee as they traveled from place to place giving comfort.  

 

 

The road before us is long and hard. However, 

with Volunteer help we know that the people of         

New Jersey will get the help they need. This is       

because of the Volunteers of The Salvation Army 

Emergency Disaster Services. 

 

 

 

Henry Wise 

Southern Region EDS Coordinator 
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Preparing TogetherPreparing TogetherPreparing Together   

Preparing Together is a volunteer-driven initiative developed by The Salvation Army Emergency Disaster 

Services to assist senior citizens and people with disabilities in the event of a disaster.  

 

This personalized safety plan addresses many of the challenges that put people at risk during a disaster. We 

believe that having a personalized safety plan can minimize unnecessary suffering. With the Preparing       

Together program, trained volunteers make periodic visits to ensure that safety measures identified in the 

plan are current.  A Planning Tool is available to organize important information and to provide guidance in    

preparing and implementing the plan for emergencies of all types.  

 

Jenene Hatchard, an AmeriCorps member, has been training volunteers throughout the State of New Jersey 

to promote the program which began May 13, 2013 and will run through December 20, 2013.  Ms. Hatchard 

has built networks partnering with various agencies such as the Office of Emergency Management, Alliance 

Center for Independent Living and Union County Office of Health Management. To date, Ms Hatchard has 

trained 257 seniors and 25 volunteers.  

 

If you or an affiliate is interested in obtaining more information on this program or if you are interested in 

scheduling a training Ms. Hatchard can be reached at 908-851-9300 Ext 60370 or at 

Jenene.Hatchard@use.salvationarmy.org.  If you need to purchase the Preparing Together Tool it can be     

ordered at the following website https://www.preparingtogether.org/mm5/merchant.mvc? 

 

National Preparedness Month serves to 

encourage individuals across the nation to 

take important preparedness steps       

including: getting an emergency supply kit, 

making a family emergency plan, being in-

formed about the different emergencies 

that may affect them, as well as taking the 

necessary steps to get trained and become 

engaged in community preparedness and 
response efforts. 

 

For helpful information please visit:  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/features/beready/ 

 

http://www.ready.gov/ 

 

http://www.salvationarmynj.org 
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Polaris International of Minnesota helps Polaris International of Minnesota helps Polaris International of Minnesota helps    
The Salvation Army help others.The Salvation Army help others.The Salvation Army help others.   

 

 

 
When the streets are covered in sand and our Canteen cannot go down the street to hand out sandwiches and hot 

coffee what are you supposed to do? That very scenario played out in the streets of the Barrier Island but Polaris 

International had the answer, 10 ATVs donated to The Salvation Army Eastern Territory.  

 

New Jersey received 5 donated vehicles, putting them to work carrying cambros of needed coffee, hot chocolate, 

water and snacks to survivors who were digging their way out after Sandy left her mark.  

 

We quickly changed the names from All Terrain Vehicles to Army Transport Vehicles (ATVs), and put them to work 

doing what the Canteen could not.  

 

The Volunteers loved the ATVs because they could drive right up to the homeowners as they were cleaning up or   

digging out and hand deliver the drinks or snacks.  Many people came out of their homes just to see what it was that 

made all that noise 

going down their 

streets! The   Volun-

teers had a chance 

to offer words of en-

couragement and com-

fort and also time to 

pray with those who    

requested prayer.  

 

 

Thanks to Polaris, New 

Jersey has a valuable 

asset to use for future 

disasters.  



Kean College Students and Kean College Students and Kean College Students and 
RA’s Help OutRA’s Help OutRA’s Help Out   

On August 21, 2013 fifty Resident Advisers and students from 

Kean College—Union Campus arrived to sanitize 250 cots 

that had been used during recent emergencies.  The majority 

of the RA’s  unloaded the cots, assembled them, sprayed them 

with disinfectant, and when they were dry put them back in 

their bags.  And yes the bags were sprayed as well.  

 

A group of  10 helped off load a new Mass Feeding Tent which 

we received from Citizen Corps as a donation along with a 

generator and trailer for transport. The tent needed to be un-

wrapped from its packaging and made ready to use. Their hard work 

has made us better prepared for the next big event. And nothing is 

more important than being prepared.  

 

Thank you students and advisers!  

Supporting Supporting Supporting Do It Duo Do It Duo Do It Duo    
at the 5K Runat the 5K Runat the 5K Run   

“Alexandra Dompier, 10, and Lucy Miles, 11, are students in the 5th grade at St Mary School in Bordentown, NJ. Having 

met at 5 years old in pre-school, they have been friends for 7 years. They are in the same class and play soccer together on 

their township travel team. 

  

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, they were watching the 2013 Hurricane Relief Concert and saw all of the pictures of the 

displaced pets. Alex grew concerned and asked Lucy to join her in a mission to help as many of these pets as possible. They 

got together and quickly formed the “Do It Duo for Pets”, drawing up a flyer and a quick doodle of a paw print, they began 

collecting supplies and quickly grew their simple mission into an organization. 

  

The mission of Do It Duo is to distribute food and supplies to domestic animals and to assist shelters who are housing dis-

placed and surrendered pets during disaster recovery. By delivering 

food and supplies to shelters and families, domestic animals will be 

taken care of while their families recover and rebuild.”  - from the 

Do It Duo website:  http://www.doitduoforpets.com/ 

 

Alex and Lucy teamed up with The Salvation Army as well as 

with other relief agencies and set up food pantries within their 

disaster relief centers.  One pet food pantry was at our Emer-

gency Assistance Center in Ortley Beach. 

 

On September 14, PetSmart (West New Jersey District) and 

Do it Duo for Pets, Inc. are teaming up to provide a fun filled, 

family and pet friendly 5K run/walk fund raiser.  Both people 

and their pets from the surrounding areas will be welcomed to 

participate. Proceeds go to the families and their pets who have 

been displaced by Hurricane Sandy.  The Salvation Army NJ 

Division EDS canteen and Volunteers  

will be on site with a water and snacks. 

Alex and Lucy with John Smith, manager of the Ortley 

Beach Emergency Assistance Center. The girls signed 

the flag that flew over the Center. 



 

 

Thinking of becoming  

an EDS Volunteer? 

 

 

Please go to  

www.salvationarmynj.org/eds 

 
It is simple and quick!  

Sandy Long Term RecoverySandy Long Term RecoverySandy Long Term Recovery   

Things are finally starting to come together for our Sandy Long Term Recovery Team which 

includes case managers as well as an Emotional and Spiritual Care Coordinator, a Volunteer/

Special Events Coordinator, and support staff. 

 

The Long Term Recovery Team are trained individuals with a variety of backgrounds and 

experiences which highlights the widespread support that Sandy Survivors need in order to 

recover.  

 

The Team is actively working and is continuing to take calls from impacted individuals and 

families from throughout the State who reach out via The Salvation Army Helpline estab-

lished in the early days immediately following the storm.  

 

The Sandy Long Term Recovery Team’s main and most important focus is on connecting 

the Survivors with the resources they need to get through their own recovery.  

 
The Salvation Army’s assistance is still available by calling 1-888-247-0100.  

~ 

The Salvation Army along with NJ Hope and Healing conducts support group meetings 

twice each Tuesdays at 10AM and 7PM at the Union Beach Fire Department in Union Beach 

NJ.  

 

There is also a support group meeting at the Moose Lodge in Ortley Beach on Mondays at 

7PM. 



Preparation and Response 

Takes financial support as well as 

the personal gift of time and en-

ergy from the volunteers. 

 

If you would like to support the 

outreach of The Salvation Ar-

my—NJ Division’s Emergency 

Disaster Services with your mon-

etary gift please mail your check 

with “EDS” in the memo line to 

The Salvation Army 

4 Gary Road, Union, NJ 07083 

 

On behalf of all of your fellow 
New Jersey citizens, thank you! 

 

4 Gary Road 

Union, New Jersey 07083 

Phone: 908-851-9300 

Fax: 908-851-0767 

www.salvationarmynj.org 

The Salvation Army 

New Jersey Division 

Can you help?Can you help?Can you help?   

Meeting the NeedMeeting the NeedMeeting the Need   
   at the Time of Needat the Time of Needat the Time of Need   

New Jersey  

EDS Mission Statement 

 

The Salvation Army provides 

 the ministry of Emergency Disaster 

 Services throughout all of New Jersey 

using trained volunteers, staff, 

 officers, and local resources to 

 both survivors and first responders 

in a timely manner 

without discrimination. 

 

We will work with other relief  

agencies to help provide physical,  

emotional and spiritual care  

at the time of need for  

as long as the need exists. 


